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uuncaflGO a_ err err ^IfjTTLD^gj u6TT6ifl*«n.t_^^6b (yj^eu 
^rrsir, @0 ^InjjsuaT ffirrewmocb GurrorT^r, 
^6U6ET, uerrefftuStCTr LDrr^^ncb 

ffiLLUULL ^0L@uu@$uSlQ) ^GifljB^l0i5^frcir. 
«6iiiir©i5l4^g(l 6iSlilGi_nub. c^gyeirrrd} ujn , 0«0Lb 
^Heuenesru ujtjf^l Q^ifliueSlaietDGO. 


^»)Qfrgij(Lp^cu, ^suenear tfliSl QtfaisoLDrras 

^eoLp^G^frii). ^j-Q«5T6itflQ) ^eueir ^LLi^ueniJuj^tr. 
#llit CT63T(T)n , Eb ‘^6i(I6CT : STCTTffJJ ^|[T^^Lb. 


On the first day of our village school in Japan, 
there was a boy missing. 

He was found hidden away in the dark space underneath 
the schoolhouse floor. 

None of us knew him. He was nicknamed Chibi because 
he was very small. Chibi means “tiny boy.” 


dirT*6ffiffi | 3 

























-ajgugii«9jfg> ^j^lrflujOTiiju utrir^gj uujld. 
CTOT)^U-|LD (Bli)psGl«[f6ilCir (Lpil(.ujcfilsbeinci3. 

LDffjp @LprB6T)^a5OT)Giru umr^giii uilijb^itott, 
t^l^afrrra), ^igugitAffl pjeRruiiaiCen jg)<a>0nso. 

This strange boy was afraid of our teacher 
and could not learn a thing. 

He was afraid of the children and could not make friends 
with them at all. 



He was left alone in the study time. 
Gra)CSc(3ir0ii uirj.«@Lb(Sun , g| ^sugbt ^srflemLDLJ uili—rrshr. 


4 [ L-Oirrr uj^Lurr 




OT©)CScofr0Li) ©Sl6!f)cmu[T®uiiCSuir§i 
^s^Iilkt^CIgu ® 0 r 5 ^irs 5 T. 

He was left alone in the play time. 


GUiflfiuiffuSto rgljb@m(Sun-g|, <Bani_#lufila> sjatflturTss 
jglssrptrcisr. ^dj&juGuirgji, UL^ffiffiL^Asi^uSlsb eur^gi 
£6ifflujfT<s5 j§l«CTnji Q*nffiireLjrT6sr. 


He was always at the end of the line, 
always at the foot of the class, a forlorn little tag-along. 


























^|ejgU*@ij L5)4««n^G(n^u umruuiglcbeneo. 


so that he was able not to see whatever 
he did not want to see. 


6 | L(Spr tue$i4)ir 



gtuui£|_ ileo oji^lscoCTra 

And Chibi found many ways, 
one after another, to kill time and amuse himself. 



UCTT«lfluSl6W GLDrf)5n.C!DIJScnUJLJ LHnT^Ulq-GlLI 
uso LDSFofl Gnjrj^oosj* SL^I^^iTew. 

^gl, ^jcugaffi® 

Just the ceiling was interesting enough for him to 
watch for hours. 



CtcfiDffuSlsir CsLJiiDU(Bjd£ldmjjii-|Li) urrfruurrsiiT. 

#[ij(Sajfr6i$3>6in«jg> £>j5£>gl- 

The wooden top of his desk was 
another thing interesting to watch. 










uffiss^ci) a.L.aErnT^(|5^6iJ6rflcifr 5 L.GinL.cniu 
ffiQisiirluuiTcirr. ffi_ct>i_uSl6ST 3 a> it err u@^luSleb Qeji_Uf 
6 §lL( 5 iu Guruli— U0^l ^euaneai n=iTi>£|j]. 

A patch of cloth on a boy’s shoulder was 
something to study. 



cgctirstrrpA© QgugtRGiu Qgjifljfjsj cran^tufTsugi ^ckenp 
(SsuLcj-Asna uim^gjuiq. @0J5^rr6irr. 
^CETGorc&lcnr gul£)ujit«lj umra® ^jcuga«@ 
CT^ueugi @0jBp 0«fT6ror(Si_ J§i®r5£5j. 

Of course the window showed him 
many things all year round. 



LDCmLp CcplJlii<SGlflcU9«Ll_ gD GOT GOT 05 SUl^luJIT® 
sfilujLiy,il(5lLb dsiTLl^lseir isrTcwr assent- 

Even when it was raining the window had 
surprising things to show him. 


e | t-Girn ujfii^icn 



udreifl cnu&^rrcOT^^Io) a-LlffiiriTjBgjQjsncwgl 
a!GOTr« 65 )crr QLP4«Q«nisrTsuiTsi(r. 

£Il 5), uAffi^^ic6l0f5gj CU0LD 5^iii«cncfTtL{Lh 
§IT!T^^lc5l0r5gj (5a;il@ib 5^^rai<3sci>«RiL|iiJ CffiL-Uirsirr. 


On the playground if he closed his eyes and listened, 
Chibi could hear many different sounds, near and far. 












$l 5), y,ffrflfl56!D6irit|l£> l_|(Lg««a)GITtL|lb l51^§| 
s-rgpuufTiTUurrar. ^stncu, j5ld<*@ i_irTiT<B«< 5 <s».L_ 
dill^SiSFTSiOTXEUliJfTffi @0ffi@LD. 


And Chibi could hold and watch insects and grubs that 
most of us wouldn't touch or even look it. 


10 | L(Strrr tuafluw 



jiLjibutiu (LpLLfrsii, ^l[r{riD^^fTffl(r“ creirp 
^6S)Lp^^rnT«siT. ^lesrssr <aj<g,UL|, Gurfiiu 6u@ui_| 
LDfrGTOTSUiTffiGTr crd)CSct)n , 0(»tD ^uuiq.^iror c 5H6ff>y?s>3jrnt.5GTT. 


So that not only the children in our class but the older 
ones and even the younger ones called him stupid 
and slowpoke. 


anffiSDSf ^paidi \ if 









jSmlffidT uareiflffi® 

^mu^LDrra; sufB^fTew. sruGuirgiib c^SiT irtir^IrfliLiiTSBi 
fftruudfil^irew. ypsrcinsi^l ^fflnsouSlcb ®pj365i6U<3j<KUUL.L 
Gffrrpp a_0osbrsm_ c^jgjj. 


But, slowpokes or not, day after day Chibi came trudging 
to school. He always carried the same lunch, 
a rice ball wrapped in a radish leaf. 


12 | ufgrrn ujgs£1lp4t 



usco^Quuj^fTgaLb, @14. ^up^^rrgiiLb, 
QsuujuSlQ)in.^^(TgjjLri ^Scr «L_6inL6B>ijj (3uml(5l«Gl«rr6ii5r(Sl 
6 U 06 UITSilI. c^ipa^LD QLDpQJITffi (Tjl-ljgJ &j (5 suit sir. 
arnu^ Lpasernra) Qffiijujuuili— iBenLpffffueni— 


Even when it rained or stormed he still came trudging 
along, wrapped in a raincoat made from 
dried zebra grass. 


ffinsGcoai ^p&ugot 113 



















f5frL«eir 2_0«tror@ ^i^ssr. 

SJBgl *$ii>: 5 §]. 

jSiraiffiaT ersbGo}iT0Lb gri^mis ©j@ui_j (Lpi^g) 
su@uLS)(i)@ sujsgi 6filLLGi_(TLb. 


And so, day by day, five years went by, 
and we were in the sixth grade, 
the fast class in school. 


14 I iJSijft liiagliM 



ert5i«(gr5«@ (_|$Iuj c^^lifliuiT $0. g>C<!Ffru sui&gmT. 
cniiffitg^i-eir njilurrsu ULp^lssrirrr. 

^isiirunffi £)rfldj>gjju Guilemrrrt. 


Our new teacher was Mr. Isobe. 

He was a friendly man with a kind smile. 


^pojscr 115 




















$0- ggCStfiru, uiruib srgl<#« t^^^lgiiarar man®)*® 
GTEaiJSfimsrr ^|aoy>£$itf Q^ajcurni. 


Mr. Isobe often took his class to the 
hilltop behind the school. 


16 | lJEeitt ujki^idit 



<s ml an I—u urjjffjl Q^iflf6^0{5^gj. 

^Irjmlantf, a_0an«tr sS1ar)CTTtL|Lb @i_rsjaanerr<s 
«mliq-6Brrrssr. ^^lifliuiT <= ^ > ffffifiujuuili_(riT. 


He was pleased to learn that Chibi knew all the places 
where the wild grapes and wild potatoes grew. 


ffijTffiflD* rflpeMsk | 17 








y,«@ib y^sefr 

ujD/filiLjii) <flLSl<s@£ 

c^jj^lifltuiT, ^IlSIomlili urrrrfrLLi^OTirfT. 

He was amazed to find how much Chibi knew about all 
the flowers in our class garden. 


<£IlS1 6 usff>trj 5 g| aneu^^l0jB^ 

CaifTil CpLfTaSliuiEiffieir 

^eupemp, *suit)(^Iqi 
LD[TL- iij.6tirrrfi. sra)sun0Lb 
c5H6B)^u mni«« snaj^rrrt. 

He liked Chibi’s black-and- 
white drawings and tacked 
them up on the wall to be 
admired. 




rfliSluSleur €D®Quj(ip^gj iSlu^^ppgy, 

cSHCTigj, ^ajcurrra) loilglGm (LpLq_u_|LD. 

c^jjfisnrgyib asui^ld) 6£>L_iij.6!ir[TrT, 

He liked Chibi s own handwriting, which no one but Chibi 
could read, and he tacked it up on the wall. 



TQ | LOipi 



Ji)j 5 £ ®j0i_ii> nji_paj £lpesr GuiTiliq.«6ifl«) #ltSl 
asGojsgjQarrcsjri—rrfisr. ^eudrr Cidcbh— ^rf^ltustna; 
LDIT)pioUrtffiSTTn '60 nfjLDU (ipi£|_llJ 65 ld)CT)Cl 3 . 

>, ^| 6 ii 65 r ujrrfr? (j_pi_i_rTsrr Ginsni-uSla) gtotott 
G tffiuujQp4iL|ii>?’’ crrargy Js^sOTmTasdr. 

<#1 lS1 «iT*fiBffi6iniijLiGufr6a ffiemijpgj njibeRLD 

LD^cfilLJUiroir, CTSsrprriT ^©.gjCffrTU. “anmens « 65 )ijsujjj 

GuiT6isrprT?Y«ir<S6in« flsesurajgj] Gunwprr?" crew mpp 

LDfrCTwaiit«®dT Cffiili_6iriT, 


But, when Chibi appeared on the stage at the talent show 
of that year, no one could believe his eyes. 

“Who’s that?” “What can that stupid do up there?” 

Until Mr. Isobe announced that Chibi was going to imitate 
the voices of crows. 

“Voices?” “Voices of crows?” 

“Voices of crows?” 


tfporasr I 19 













LDjiinp LDtremeuriaetT ujiT0ii) su^uiSsb g)d)Gorr<5 Guirjjj, 

gJSLf fffTIT #li5)u_|i_«jr 

^sffliurra; (Enju^cinaiff Q^gocul^IiS^it/t. 


And he often spent time talking with 
Chibi when no one was around. 


20 ] l_S0rr IDfl^kon 





VOICES OF CROW.” 



(Lp^eSla), (yjilsni—uSleSl^jEgi Qcjcifleu^ @<g>* 
«n«<snGin6kJLi Gurroj sr^uLSlGsrirciF. 


First he imitated the voices of newly hatched crows. 


|j 21 











jSITLLJ CoLfrTCTTgJ 

ffiCTiijrBgj ffirrtliij-eBrrrsir. 

And he made the mother crow’s voice. 



*SH<5rb«®<5g], ^uurr «rr«LD <3|gp@ cruut^ 
u^lGU6ifl«@ir) crdirnjj ■ffi^^la^rrCin.eijnrfiir. 

Then he imitated the father crow's voice. 


£2 j Ldgrr uje^piDn 


(Lpui-ffiffisflebenGO. 

^^lasnsnex)® «rffi[si35«rr <s*alLLflnu]« 
ffismcrojCT)^ ffiinliq. 65 rir 6 iii. 

He showed how crows cry early in the morning. 



LD<S<E6aT §]<S«£<jil6b ^0 <®@lL SLDUJEI«6lflGb 

ffiir«mi«sifl®(r ^oSleimj 0uj^j^ErTLlI ij-ctt rr sot. 

He showed how crows cry when the village people 
have some unhappy accident. 


^tpwjwT | £3 





^IrjrTUJ^^Icb, ujffiffieir a_rpffn«{onfl5 QsiranirurrglsuiriTffigir. 
^»|jffLouj[ij«Gifld) «ir«r5jffi<sifi6&r G-ffiirfiQ^rrefteinuj 
QfflLJgl «ntllit. 63 riT 6 ilT. 


He showed how crows call 
when they are happy and gay, 



6£0 LDI73i40cb SU$£p6U0L0 CUlLiajirglST 

ffina^csr ©franco Glffiugi «nili_ Qpuj0S[^n<m, 
^)uGlun(Lp^| Q^iT6ijijr6ini_6i[)uj Jifl Qtfiugi, ©ijcnco 
^i^uu@$uS)6fi)(f5i5gii crgl-sp ‘an,., an., «n...” srcwp 

OT(LpUlSlfi!irn6ilT. 


At the end, to imitate a crow on an old tree, Chibi 
made very special sounds deep down in his throat. 
“KAUUVVATT! KAUUWWATT!” 


24 J LGpn tuft^kisn 



^uQuir(igg] (fliSluSlfflir ©gliiuib Q^ircmcoefilgiicirGjT 
ffimlut-cb <5gOT6ti?r5£6tflujfT« qj^Iuuot)^® 
arbuOT)«T Clffujuj (Lpm-j^^gj. 


Now everybody could imagine exactly the far and lonely 
place where Chibi lived with his family. 



LSlesrenriT ^ 0 . ®gG<?nu ^suit< 5 ;err, 

#Il 51 uGTTcrflA® cu0LbQuiT(Lp^]ib ^l0ubiilu 
Cu[r@mQurT(Lp§iLii, su^Mld) «it@ 

«ff)p<»Q«IT(5l^ sfilsi^LLJItlffiSOSTTU Ljpifl* fttL^SWITIT. 


Then Mr. Isobe explained how Chibi had learned those 
calls - leaving his home for school at dawn, 


snssUtl* {%EJ61I65T j 25 














edit cm so GsuancrruSId), 
usfrs!fluSl66l0iB§j ^l0iiu_jii (Eurrgi, 


And arriving at sunset, 


^lOTEij <£l6OTLi> - 
^jjCiibr^ascrr. 


Everyday for six long years. 



26 I lQjti" Uje^iurr 



< ^ > 6irar(jJl<E56rT ^lSIgjouju uiijnSI njm£i«6iT ^supnas 
OTeeisrsjjfl ^0f5S^mi). e^sm^ rfikmeurdiigi ^(ipG^irLi. 


Every one of us cried, thinking how much we had been 
wrong to Chibi all those long years. 


OfT&ADiSi ^flpcySBT | 27 











a-iurr aj@ui_| UMTcrorajitsiajJ) aerarffieiflcb &jl£Ii5£ 
®6Jisr€®f®n075 ^|6m(_^g|« Q«n , 6iii!Ti_6in'(T. 
“^jjLDnti! ^jiDrrib! #liSl ^IfocmuMurrareueifr” 
crfisrp LiaBLpij^mTfficir. 

Even grownups wiped their eyes, 
saying, “Yes, yes he is wonderful.” 


£8 | L%TT ILIG$I£HT 



“-^bSM =^j«fjr©«sir eSl^uq sr©«asrrLiiQ) udrdfl*® eursgj 
aiftilieSIsb ff@ul1i_ 9 ( 9(7 rflpeiidir £li5l iDilglCiD’ 

CTCSriT) LI IT (7 IT L_ 6511—LJ QuijlpITCTr. 

Chibi was the only one in our class honored for perfect 
attendance through all the six years. 


a&rfisoffi ^IpGucer | £9 












UOTcrflassLi —ld (Lpm-jE^6iji_€Br 
susttitib^ OTUiLiscraerr Q^ujili 
Gsuanco rfpstonjLLr 

After school was over, the big 
boys would often have work 
to do in the village for their 
families. 




<£)lSI, e§(tjl $ 0 Lbi 5 lujffi]LQ ^LDLDrr ^)uun urriiaifl 
^tLMTifl^gj onsu^^l0uurnT«OT. 
OT(Jis,gjaQ<5;rT£!rar@ sSIrbp <afikl(jji c^ojirssi. 



Sometimes Chibi came to the village to sell the charcoal 
he and his family made. 


30 | LtSjrrr luta^LUn 



®uCuirGi^ebEOnib, pnrijaGTT ^aj 60 €¥U unftffi^iiQutrfLp^j 
£1lS) srssrp ffin.uLSI(t)ieii^l6b6®>eo. 

“ffirr«6in«5 ^Injjeusirr" creirGrr) ^suLga^IGprub. 


But nobody called him Chibi anymore. 
We all called him Crow Boy. "Hi, Crow Boy!” 


£}D£ffl 3 r&idiLb 

-flpeusjfT” 

^§1 ^|«ugu«@u 
ii)ii).^^l0p^ira) gjancoanuj 
= ^t,il©eiin'ar. 

Crow Boy would nod and 
smile as if he liked the 
name. 


£56sr Ceuemeo (y^ppJFjLb 
cffill£|.p0 C^eoeuujrTssr 
ffrru 3 iT 6 STS 65 ) 6 Tr eurriii 06 urr 6 BT. 

And when his work was 
done he would buy a few 
things for his family. 




arras!** ^psuetiT | 31 




















LSri)©. ^eussrgi Q^rrCT)o)§ff^r efiilii).rp© 

LX)6inSOUU@^luSi0) IBLLJUFTOT. 
CluiflujeurTacsiGiru Gurreo sjeir C^rretrseinefr 
a_uj(t^^liu6iirrp J?>i—jssjirsirr, [B«neouu@^luSl6b ^qjott 
i !5u.«0d>Qun(Lpjj|, ^sufimssrtfajfjgl @rjd) 

fi^051^g]«fl«rr6iHsru|.0^ffl(r. 

Then he would set off for his home on the far side of the 
mountains, stretching his growing shoulders proudly like 
a grown-up man. 

And from around the turn of the mountain road would 
come a crow call - the happy one. 

4 * 




